THE   FIRE   COURT
recitals of the claims brought before them cover all too many
pages.
Fortunately for the Court it was well-equipped for its task
by a statute for which its members had themselves been largely
responsible. Clearly and comprehensively drawn,* the Act pro-
vided that any three, or more, of the Judges of the Courts of
King's Bench, Common Pleas, and Exchequer could decide
'all Differences and Demands whatsoever . . . betweene Land-
lords Proprietors Tennants Lessees Under Tennants or late
Occupiers' of the buildings or ground concerned, 'or any person
or persons haveing or claiming any Estate Right Title Interest
in Law or Equity or Trust Charge or Incumbrance of or in the
same*, or persons deriving title from them or any other persons,
'touching . . . the repaireing building or rebuilding* of the pro-
perty; the 'payment defalcation apportioning or abatement' of
rents therefor; and 'any Covenant Condition or Penalty relate-
ing thereunto*. The competence of the Court's powers was there-
fore ample. All the necessary persons, interests and properties
were within its scope. But, since one of the chief reasons for its
existence was to hasten the rebuilding, wide powers were given
for that specific purpose. In their decrees the Judges could
lay down the time that repairs, rebuilding, or new building
were to take, and the contribution to be made towards them by
all the parties interested; they could order2 the surrender, in-
crease, curtailment, or charging of estates in the property, and
the making of new leases or estates3 by proprietors to those
holding from them, at such rents and fines as the Court thought
fit. Their orders were binding on all the persons and interests
1 With experience minor alterations were made. Provisions were added, for example,
covering cases in which one or more of the interested parties could not be found, and
giving extra protection to the title of those building in accordance with the court's
decrees: (zz Charles II, c. xx, ss. 22, 26, ^i]. But in general nine years* work showed
no flaws in the original Act, and the tendency was always to add, rather than to sub-
tract from its jurisdiction.
* Subject to the laws forbidding the diminishing of ancient and accustomable
rents*
a Up to a maximum increase of 40 years. This was amended by s. 18 of 22 Charles
II, c, n, so that the total term to come should not exceed 60 years.
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